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* Elocmsbury delegate asked for detatis showing way 50 members 
left the Party in 194¢. Tre General Secretary geve Getails 


3.1 OW ¢ Lapsel, 335, Decease@, “10. hesigaec, ae 


recommandas the %,.0, %4 iner 3h ivise er of abied: me an 
CG, menser o OMe tha inaugural useting 
~plaining branch standing orders 


at, 


Tt Was claimec. Tae when irarshac were Sazmed by Central branch 
moanbers ig, vie prow UAC, the meshers knew Little ov mobhing about 
] hraye a as Sugeeeted thas this taac mou really 
, bS UNG y atrad Cousd not soma simpie 
~ MU ree be wv abinawhed giving 
ne me eurft Taryy on general 
eectiows THO VWASk Oeviiseey & chereharke gatd chet the 
methog adea hal Wich BRABeRAS api Ses: ah beench mombers 
uo Te k oearinie Fy me Bp mewbers who apa the 
wht thaw aay le coulé bo Gens just by one 
LGPL ney it * ode oi ie Jing: CSTE - with a 
aro of MeMOGhe vero ais bvicus Wheat wes peaulred, in 
Tie ptt, TSE MOLI SUBS the resales Hee Hen so far 
pCeu adopted BS Ase, Me slum gestuce, Bis Sabebeaisteps 
shouid be taken to see that @ conpmetent tether wert fairly regular- 
ay to a now Dramas é celegate from birmingaam said that he 
Suppcruca the idea behind the rasclucion and that if it had been 
&priied i2 the cane of his branc, 1, do would have been of great 
Vanes #, Durthst contributes was of the opinien that the rule 
book and beanen ELANGINg OFdaers were suPfictwent te améieate to 
praishnes hoy theie meetings should be pa. Bmetheredelcpaec 
Sala oe t the inetructiat: of new branches snoula be Sundeehy the 
4 resptnsibilivy of the Gontzal Organise: Tuc Goneral Secretary 


pointed ovt that when a new branch was formed, 1% was supplied 
with a memorandum which had been uppzoveea by the B,C. giving 
gaidanee on the perfcrmunee of their Gutises to alll pranen orriletals, 


The resolution was carricd 12 - 10. . 
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| Resolutica - J. Lockwood and HE. Mayes (3.%,iondon) “that this Con= 
: fsrence rccomserds the Ee, tO cons cer the advisabliity ef Lesa- 
ing a puiae controlling Gisousaton pee 334 


tne Mover Bard thet theve anpcared to be some vagueness as to 
sere) dens of these grouor, ana it woulda te desirable to have 
then put On O proper footing with precise instructions laid dom 
By the 2G. His oranch odtcsted to one of the gr cups running 2 
Apunte, “26 CTouoss jesratary said thet all groups vaniiea dn 
toese comenition ark & gat aaa ae ane that it would be Atfieult 
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brane be appointed to tne a or organiser ror members of the 
Central branch residing in Scotland,” 


Bloomabury Branch aAmendncnt ttthat this conference instructs the 
B.C, to arate tne possibility of appointing an organiser or 
secretary for Central branch in Scotland" 


The Glasgow delegate said that on reflection his branch had 
instructed him to vote in favour of the emcndment. A Bloomsbury 
dclepgate suggested that no decision could be made on the resolut- 
icn without the facts being kmnowm and as these facts were not 
available the question should be left with the E.C. The past 
Central branch secretary said that only three members of Central 
branch were at present living in Scotland. In support of the 
resolution it was claimed that Glasgow branch was the proper 
organisation to cover Scctland and that Central branch was too 
widespread and that it was not possibie for the Central branch 
secretary to keep in personal tcuch with members. 


The Bloomsbury cmenament vas carried 39 ~ 15. Sub. res. Agd. 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION (111) = Marylebone Branch "Tne re-organisation 


of Central branch and its sub-division into regional areas" 


4 “arylcbone deLegat> openead by saying that the branches in the 
ncea6 “cenecrnea vweue tho Dest places for Central tranch members 
+o mect and that theee branches shoula be the nucleus of a new 
Central branch organisation: The Contral branch secretary had 
far too rmch vork to do ane 1e could do his work mich more easily 
42 he desiut with Central branch members througe the branches. A 
non—-GelcEaey fhesertved that there were B number of Gentral branch | 

mumbore iiving withtr easy reach ef Rondon branches and efforts 
shoul? be made to got them into their appropriate branches. 
fnother nondelegato saié that there was no point in taking the 
step suggested by Marylebone unless something was done to enfran— 
chise Central branch members, The past Central branch secrotary 
said that ali applications for mombership received from areas near 
brenct.cs were referred to the appropra ate branches if the applic- 
ont consented, ™o nenrerea voferred tc in the Lomdon area all 
had reasons for not belonging tC Uieis en Me branches, and it 
wouid be a wucte of time tuying te gee vaem to hee S . 
pointed out shat stepe ie aisoady beon taken by ‘3 
of work to idghten she teak of tha Central branch suc 
tnat further steps coal always Meg taken 1f the nece 


Resolution - ¢, May ond 5, Geox {Paading: >) “eat 4 GF 
‘ comnended te sct up a vomibttes ts consider _— = 3 
of Centrai branch” tose p= RO. 
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swiernea Wien the nomin:ctions wens forward, 
2. inact the aG2titiculties timir mesers 
for Per iyiert 1 cms, A Lowisham celgsg: tt 


iPicatioms would 


not bo of any Assistince, 
stivo method of €igeticn, le. , Bréa tre 
5 mis [ luwaeon to tha proculem. Pa’ Gington 
era oppesed r [Yee of aueligiceticns ouimg oleced 
Voting paper Th re was nce method of assuring thet the 
ch Vou Ue A th eossary information which the can- 
thoveht she go on the voting paper. Theat the candidats 
5 2 past was no guercentes that his cfforts had been 
there scemod no wny out of the dirficulty until 
srew and hed rogienal BFC." The siturtion ves not 
it mud. Provine! 1 members could icarn sgomothing 
t §.C, members by studying 3.C, resorts. A 5. 7. London 
To dennece t mnt hoe claimed to be growing in the Party, 
formetien of 33g 2g was senern] in the Trade Union 
a cn shi ‘tisfy themselves before nominnt ing 
Past. ositions th-t they were empable of filling the 
CC srned, A 2 sstion “as thrown out by 1 non-delegate 
im sho b: to sesurc @ ecatre1 coro on the 5.C. vy 
amt: of muibcr of %.C, mombers cach year as had been 
G rag Hackney aeked thet where mczibers had 
vi i} Gi On E.G. thei: gualivications should be 
2 z 8, 
Beso iser’s 2 et 
fon - 2 cleughlin Senr. and H. Heyden. (S,W, Loudon) “That 
recounenés, tne &.C, to instruct the Party Organ- 
*¢ for hive eS hells Som inte ar Ge. Conference 
first B.C. meeting casi sean" 
i claimed that :t would have 
possat heii fom keith thercocs of 
AL Cn s had been mode tarlier. 
et “th f the Cenfersiee Tegaly 
mea TU Farther, that the Conway 
he Party were fortunate in 
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wes morcly a synopsis of Party 


“gs not a record of the vork 
Ong SGT. Glasgow supportea the motion 
the report stated that Glasgow branch Wes 
euk, the branch had in fret held more outdoor 


branch, 


Dartford claimed that the 


réport could not bG considered to be ruport in the true senso 
: vord, Mat, for cxample, 2S meant by the shrese some 
ches are weak in themselves Palmers Green rejeectcd the 
'3 stotemunt thet his bre “neh. ge reeds, volt, anc ther 
S Lega te s.id thot the report was couched in terms 
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> used Ly Forty of "ficianis without a considersbic 
in view cf the conditions of 1944 the 


thet the yorr had beon a gocd one. REST, 


78 SUGEOEVGE LY the Central Organiser it wos his 
dene something AWGILD ae WMarylcobons asked why it 
possibie to hive voc reawption of the Master Form "Oo", 
Faddingt:n dtlagate etntcad thet the BG, reperts showed what 
ntr ‘fomLser kre che md that it fas unneees to 
5 iar Lon ae Lig:tod in thé Courerencewrepor't. ta 
re ie: t 


1 GGneral Seerct eo 


agid thet the Bec. 
tLétins 26nes Pek Da 


tho Gontral Crganis 
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m braneh Fumi “O" from the Conference report on the 
mt they weve incoepiete and misicading, In reply tas 
Sentral Organiser for 1944 said that some branches? 
Acty of reaotns, found it difficult to meow. This appl: 
$.u. London, Tottenham, Degcnham and Eeclcs. The fae 
ast vonar the 5,C, had turncd dowm the Master Form “O" pre 
y him beeause of iss inndequacy Was a sign of the weaknggs 
vranches ace all the figueos wore Graym from branch Forma “€ 
The conditions Inst year were common to all London branchos © 
some had romained aetive end othdérs, inactive, The Party sh 
retrin its hold on the tried propaganda stations which would) 
a standby for us in the future should difficult times occur, 
statements in the report were justificd by the facts. The 
of propaganda meetings held in the ycar had dropped considerab 
from the jr ovious yenr, 

The resolution was lost 13 ~ 18. 


Resclution - I. Groves and P, Busby (Ealing) "That this Curt crence 
requests the post Central Org-niser to prepare a report for cir=- 
culaticn to the Party outlinins the work undertaken yy him as 
Central Orgeniser for 1944" Lost 7 - 2% 


Resolution - Ss. Leignt and ¢. Kilpatrick (Marylebone) “That the 
H.C, be recommended to re-introduce the Master Form "CG" in future 
reports to the Sonference" 


Marylebone said that the re~introduction of the Master Form “C" 
would clear up questions such 1s those raised on the Central 
Organiser's repord: The Goners] Secretary pointed out that for 
technicnl rcasons it was improbable that a Master Form "G" could 
be preprred in tine Por submission te brenches with the Gonfercnee 
report. ' a 

Amcndment - WW. Hecias and lL. Hawkine (Leyton) "Tnat Master Forms "tc 
be availichte at future Conféremceaa 


Discussion on the <moeridmemt centracd round the tardiness of 
branches in submitving Forms “OC and methods that mighs be takem 


ta. obviate delays in the Bosawee . 
The cmendmcnt wis earricd 26 — 3, Subs rés. carricd 267— 2. 
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ANDENOMENT -- 2. “Wood ond G, “ntcrs (Sewisham) “Delete ... 
propigardiat ang insert .... ' Dimension 
LTHM MOR DISCUSSION (15) -— Padess ae "Wie Aesire 
abolishing the position of Céntemh Ommamisen ane nav c 
time paid voet Imovwn: es Central OPgamiser/Propigendis 
official te carry out orgake) SIC cee 
and the vrovincos." 


fa suppors of the piccwioiae A OnE 
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showed the noud ror » Pulietime propagandist ” 
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tion and propagandists and not organisers 


ya 
ned, fv was necesrary for the Party to have a full- | 
He, wi ue GOuld eniy epeak for five meetings in each 


ince > pestonaticn sf the previous: full-time prop~ 

in London the meetings had suffered badly. It was 

i move, for example, tc permit rea onary organisations 
over valuagie stations like Lincoln's Inn Ficlds. It 


was in the Party's interests that there should be continuous 
‘oropaganaa at the sane stations. The new speakers now coming } 
a.ony could not be expected to run meetings on the same basis 
as the older and exserienced speakers. A Lewisham delegate 
agreed that a fyli~time propsgandis t was needed in London, but 
Conference shoulda not tie his hands and thus prevent his being 

« in the provineas Following on propag nde must cone organ- 
ation as the effects of propaganda coulda only be utilised 
cmp OS vey vy subsequent org gonisation. 2ethovush Loudon propa 
ai suffered this did not justify a ppointing another fuli- 
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tne London prepagendist. Another branc hn opnosed what was called 
the ri lesopey of a 'Socialist Party of Greater London". The 
erred mtil the end of the war when we 


cesseury to be taken, Other points in 
Asals were that a mumber of youn a speskers 
rea test were now availabie for 


Scagen Tne néea was greater i the 
Fis in reiasion to tho provinces, London 
is Ltée n - with propagandists, The real issue was - 
worth spavsting the Party’s money in maintaining propaganca 
ive midtsy meetings ¢ Tae whole question of the appointment 
full-time members skould be reviewea in ¢rder co Maxe sure 


that cther positions showld Aot be firiise Betere Pimenes araaa— 
S69 were ele “ay Baitcrial werk Wes’ ome exanele 
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On behai? of tne reeoiution it was cdaimedw tea evoemecscame 
fuli-time Cantera: Organiser,Propagqaniist to catrpy ot the terms 
of refer: down br the 2.0, for the Central *Cnmanicer, 2.6. , 


Vasile bean Suc. , etsc., and at the sane tine to conduct 
propaginisa whero required Acatast the proposel it was urged 
tiast there bepet ve conmsigerablie truoubie Tf ORS ytute—tams Becuy 

mise the Purty, this might cw @¢reae she 
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efiicini titted & omens 


N1a estabiiencd sutncds of Pinning the eam. Aaotner Gclegate 
said that some branches gcemed to expest Party menvlers to be 
'supcrmen'. It wags asking lng mach to exmect che member to do 
everything requirea by the régolwtion: 


The rusoluticit' was Lest 26 = LF, 


(a) porty Py Publications : Bloomsbury delesate used 
Shai) cr ete mot ve woe Obs: x é ‘Ligh in Prench and German an 
SSticio Acalives Wath vhG Saxcty* ttitude bo "ERG meagens tar \ 
for usc as scom &S Cirmmotances Atied, Rec memver of the «© ' 
Loivovial Gommivtee Sts go ted. ihe gevtheps the better idea would 
ve te have tn: revised cata of “Mar andl the Workers camec! : 


titmnsia tea. 
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A “clegete from Bleomsbury said that they had Voge intom 
i a = co 2 = fad : 
thes thc reason for tho late pubideation of the 5,5, Wa 


the meturial wastsent to the printer very late im tne mom 
Tig effect on non-newbers of lete publication was vory bad. = 
Other noints raised were that we were not more topical by uN 
material from the printer as tho time taken in publication we 
so long that when the "S,S," came out it was always out of Ga 
Had the Editorial Comaittee explored the possibility of obtain 
the scrvices of other vrinters in order to get the ‘S,8, out 
to time 2 Marylebone branch wanted to see the "S,S," out at 
least in the first week of each month, Other journals came 
out to time, why not the "$,8."? ‘These other organisations 
sed other printers - why did not we do the same? As often 
advertiscments appeared in the "S,S," for meetings occurping 
before the date of publication it would be better to keep these 
advertisements out. The late publication of the "S.S." impaired 
branch efficiency. 4n important thing was to have up-to-date 
notices of meetings, and as branches generally arranged their 
meetings a month or t:io ahead, there should be no difficulty in 
seging to this. In reply a member of the Editorial Committee 
said that the “S,S," did not go to“the printers late, but actual- 
ly the material was sent eavlicr than before the war. The 
trouble was the time taken by the printer, In addition they 
did not receive enough suitable articles to cnable them to send 
to the printer carlicr than they did. All printers were in the 
same sort of difficulties, and while we might be fortunate in 
obtaining a printer with spare staff and time, any change now 7 
would be very undesirable. Before the war if our printer re- 
ceived the material by the 2lst of the month, the "S,s," would 
be out by the lst of the next month at the very latest. Under 
present conditions there was a five-day week which added at least 
a day to tne timc taxen by the printer, | Compositors were also 
now unrcliabie, Recently the Editorial Committee had been send- 
ing the material to the printer? on the 18th of ths month preced— 
ing publication, For next month's issue the material had in 
fact becn sent tn on the 14th March, The Editorial Committee 
missea the services of late Comrade Butler who had done a con- 
siderable emount of work in maintaiming comtact with the printer. 
It was felt by the committee that if the material for the "s.g,! 
could te sent to the printer not later than the 10th of the month 
preecding publication it should be possible to ensure publication 
on the lst of the month, While it was not desirable to use 
another printer for printing the "S,5," the same considerations 
did not apply to pamphlets, and if our present printer was rc= 
lieved of the respensibiilty of printing pamphiets he might ne 
able to concentrate more on the "s,s," 
The resolution was carricd 37 - 0 


Resolution - &. Bock and T. West (Hackney) "That this Contre 
asks thc B,C to transfer our paper quota to 'Superioz P: 
who are willing to print the 'S,5* more promptly. * 


Resolution - F. Layrenes, (Bloomsbury) ana G. Hilsdon (est 
"Ncxt Busincss™ Carricd 26-3 | 
Resolution ~ A. Bottcrill and G, Gundry (Dartford) "4 
Confcrenee deprccates the emotional tendencics in 7 
"Socialist Stanaard!™" 


The opener said that the space in the “s,s,” 
ed and in this particular issue there was a hi 
nctice and tio other articles of an emo 
task was not to asveal to tne emotions 
position of the Party. Another dele; 
in inverse ratio to our knowleage . tne 
acquired, the more our emotions became su 
notices the history of the member concern 
The job of the "S,5," was to snow the 
cepitalion Opposing the resolmtiaa = 
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sd, 


is i ae me purpose of the "S,5," 4 
nerely to present a dry set of facts anc fi 

st we “had be on tee “Wicédicss” Bnd Lacking an the emovdenal 
‘ppecl epising from the degradation of the working-clags. 
saotions should, however, be backed up with facts. 4, member 

’ the aditorial Committee dia not agree that knowledge was 
in inverse Patio tomenotian It was truer to say that with an 
increisead knowledge of capitalism there grew an intense hatred 
of the system, 

The resolution Was dos. 2 =— 27. 


ies not suffice 
Bures. In the 
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On pamphlets Hackney asked vwiyy the pamphlet on Russia had not 
yet been published, & Menber of the BHditorinl Committee replied 
that esout one-third of the pomohlet had now been written and 
that it should not take long now before it was finished, 


- ESOLUTICN (C) - Leyton prsaach. "This Conference recommends that 
tne statement ‘Scelaiists ane Yar' be included in the revised edit- 
ion of the parmphiet ‘tar and the Yorking Class'" 


ent "Insert after ... ve"...  brousmunup— 


. "That the statenent ‘Socialists and 
Jorxing Class! be published as separate 
.S Claimed that "Socialists and Yar" was a historical 
anig fal, ave 1: ypinent or Party thought and would overburden 
the W ii Class". A delegate suggested that the 
3 of the Party statement could be incinded in the revised 
ition of the Eesti Fe view was that the question 
— be Left until after the war when paper would be inere Tree— 
ly availabie. Lewisham epposed the publication of the Pert; 
Sea. tomes on the greunds taat it was not suffieienti7 digestible 
; to the averege person we. wish to brings over to our polnules saew 
Te snows have £¢ ing WOO cLfecua we. The statement was hair- 
way a Parpniebt and a book, fénotner delegate saic that 
the mt was e Party doctment, and it Wake appeaw to eatin 


number of people only and thersfore have a Saait cireviiation as 
@ panphilet, Southsna stated that the purposes of all Farty pub-— 
licetvions was 2Pop agenda, and the proper place for the statement 
, was inthe hiaterv of the Pasty. &4 member of the Editerial 
Committee said that the otatament aid not lend itssif to pub— 
} lication as a separate pamphiot, but it might be published as an 


appendix to ‘War and the Jorking Ciass". 
‘ : The Southené amendment was lost 4 ~ 40, 
“ tre Baling amendssnt was lost 15 — 31. 
Leyton ‘rosolution (Cc) was lost & - 87, 
: RESOLUTION iN (D) - Glesgow Branch "That this Conference instructs 
- the b,c. to appoint a speciat coumittee to investigate the present 


style of the '3,S,' with a view to aitering the size, composition, 
ete., to more in keeping with modern methcds of publication. * 


: Islington Branch §déendya, “Add .... ‘and that the committee aiso 
consider ths possiblslsuy cf appointing a full-time paid official 
of the Editorial Conmnitvsss? ! 


TEES FOR D 
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USE. ae ae ii) - Hackmey Praysn. “The appointment of 
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Of tne Paitorial Comnitteo" 


rec 


The Glasgow Celesate in opening said that the "3,8," snould 
be popped w considerably. vub -neadings Ee be introduced 
moon Wield Tce tae journal appeas anil it would be more easily 
reun, ‘Tag wuust lon ehould tbe gone into by an cleeted commivtce 
but shevid te shrivusky censidured by the Jonference. fhe front 
page showie be lala cit in a mone aoerattive Peshion, Washoe 


as 
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aim at sonetting like the ‘Tewtern socimateat". Another de 
suid thet the orly vay to improve the "§,8," was by appoint 


guid 


a full-time member of the Hditorlal Committee. This rember 
could also set out pamphlets more quickly and enable the “3,33 
to be published fortnightly. Continuing the discussion, 4 
non-delegate said thet we must make up our minds whether we 
“anted a theoretical magazine or a popular journal which dealt 
with topical issues as they aros¢é. If we wish to increase 

the circulation to appeal to neople who are not alreacy interes 
ed we might coneider publishing an internal Party magazine deal= 
ing with things that interested Party members. The standard 

of the "S,5." was deplorable, but this was not the responsibility 
of the Editorial Comittee but the responsibility of the members 
of the Party. The range of the contributors to the "3.8," was 
very low. There was a lack of a wide and deep general imowledge 
among writers. A suggestion was made that there should be a 
regular editorial conference where views might be interchanged 

and plans draym up. This would give writers a clearer idea of 
what was wanted. It was scandalous that members of the Zaiterial 
Comittee had to worry about getting the “S,8." printed, getting 
articles typed, etc, There should be someone appointed to deal 
with the business end of the "S,5,* Yeo should not write down 

to the workers, the workers were now getting used to a high stan— 
dard of writing. <A further contributor cata that thers was a 
growing feeling among the younger members of the Party that the 
"s,8." was not the sort of thing they wanted, It was a dull 
journal, Young members found it dirficuit to express themselves 
on this matter but would point to other journals such as the 
'lestern Socialist" end say "That is the sert of thing we want." 
Reference was made to earlier writers in the "8,5," as examples 

of the style reauized, The "S,S," was Quill because of the 
repetitive character of the articles, Journals published 

abroad by other organisations were &@iso quoted. Tn its present 
form it would not be desirable to have a fortaigshtiy “s,s,” 

The proncsais were opposed on the grounds that the “S.s," was 
constantly being reviewed by the B.C. and Baitomial Conmittec, 4 
and there was no need for a special conmittesc, Glasgow branch 
should give more information as to the Kind of thing they pad 

in mind, Did Giasgow, for examole, want the size of tne "S)s_" 
reduced to the form of a magazine ? Tie Lav-out of the "s,s, * 
was constantly under review by the Publicity Committee, Ties’ , 
present arrangement of the "S.S." was forced om us by the re— 
suriction of paper supplies, With an cight-page "“S.8," we 

could not afford to have the cover set out as it was betore the 
war, Sub-headings had been abandened because they took up a 
considerable amount or space. Smail type had been introduced 

in order to get more matter into tne paper. The Western 
Socialist" did, not suffer from paper restrictions and they were 
able to plan it as they wished, The Editorial Committee could — 
do with a full-time seeretary-typist to take copies of articles | 
received, etc. This appointment would also save e@ let of time 

in getting out the 's,S," Another member of the Editorial 7 
Committee agreed with a considerable amoumt of the criticism — 
levelled at the "S,S," The Party had had en internal journal 
some years ago but this had fallen through after a time. ; 
Objection was raised to the sweeping statement that the “s,s. ™ 
was deplorable. It was true that there was room for improveme 
but at least half of the articles published in the"Western a 
Socialist" were gent over by the Editorial Committee, end thes 
were similar articics to those patzishea by Us, and tue “Wes 
Socialist" had asxed for move of them, Unfortunately writers 
of the present Gay did not all possess the wide general 7 
of writers in the vast. This was probably due to prese 
ditions which made it difficult to spend time reading the 
ical writers on socialism A long period of train 
necessary before members could be effective writers 
Ti, the past, ovjection had been praised to age € 
appearing in the "S,S5." but in the view of the co 
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fs." should be partiy theoretical and partly topical. 
Tne Islington adsendum was lost 22 - 27. 
Resolution (D) was carried 25 = £4, 


Md FOR DISCUSSTON (vii) - Bloomsbury Branch "The way to pre- 
‘ora at ently SiS scttet Stank Standard’ ® 


A nenber of the Editorial ‘Comalttee said that the Party. would 
provavly quite soon. be pressing for a weekly "S.3," Aw a step 
to this it would first be better to consider the steps necessary 
to turn the "S,S," into a fortnightly journal. The supply of 
articlas vill be a problem to be tackled; -a large number of com- 
stent writers will be necessary. A fortnightly journaz mist be 
turned out promptiy. If our present printer cannot do this we 
1ould have to. find another one, Typing assistance would also 
have to be obtained, If a fulltime typist could not be secured 
perhaps some form of a typing pool could be arrany sed comoosed of 


members able to’give swae of their tine. The circulation of a 
fortnightly journal would be quite a different problem to that 

of a mor.thiy journel The whale process of circulation yould 
have to be speeded up very considerably. Perhaps a committee 
could be set up to deal with the protiems om circulation of a 
‘ortnightly paper, As a preliminary to the publication of a 
fortnightly isBue, the '§,S,." should first =e eonsiderably in- 
creas in size. For exemple, a 32-page monthly "3,8, " would 

vide a sufficient number of articles for a 16-page fortnightly. 


Resolution « F. Lawrence and J. D'Arcy (Bloomsbury) "oat the 
&.C, t commended ask the comatttece set up under Resolution 
(D) to inv igate t) uestion of publishing a fortnightly "s,s," 
ar thet 1 part 1s of this comnittee cn the subject be circul- 
ated to rty Cavried 21 ~ il. 
TTR FOR Discissiug (v) - Manchester Branch, "The possibility of 
: cing niet taining a giossary of ‘difficult terms' 
used in Party 1! e and economic studies (expressions such as 
‘materialiam', ‘value', ‘wealth’, 'production"). Such a pamphlet 
could b AS @ rence when workers ara studying ecntroversial 
political 11 ture", 
it clain tans t “es confusion in the Party about the 
terms used ir arty wida. A glossary would help consider~ 
ably. An net 1. of a lung discussion in a branch 
over t ng of a particutar tern. I. was not sugzgeated 
that glos3ary would be «a substitute for knowledge but it was 
not possible to un stand any scienco without having a grip of 
the terms used. The idva was cppossd on the grounds that a 
number of more usef:1 pamphlets was required and paver was short. 
Further opposition was that there was no short-cut to knowledge, 


and that this idea seemed to lurk behind the suggestion. aA 
glossary vovld not clear up any confusion but would, in fact, 
6till further fog the issues. try not have a brie? fectnote 
when terms are uscd in pamphicts, giving an outline of the mean— 
ing of the words. 


Resolution - R. Lees (ifanchester) ond J, Lockwood ($.7, London) 
"That the 3,C, be rocornmended to consider tho possibility of 
producing a pamphict along the lines suggested by the 'Itcm for 
Giscussion'" Lost 12 - 22, 


(d) Party Publication (Distrihutions) 


The Literature Secretary suid that if branches wished the 1ib— 
rarses in their areas supplied with the "S,S5,", they anculd ob- 
tain the consert of the sibravios in question, when the “S.s," 

ould ke evpplied free of charge. a dslogate questioned “nether 
Bich a large number of copios should be sent abroaz, The need 
was greet hers and we shoud aniso be establishing connections 
with distribut ing houses in voow 0? the possibilities of 


Resolution - “J, Heelas (Leyton) and R. Bowie (Southend) ng 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION (iv) - Ealing Branch 
by Party poli ?" 


Uso 
ee) — oe 


ublishing a fortnightly "S,S." The Literature Secretary po 
ae ae the "gs, as oe for some Parties abroad practical ‘e 
their only mediun for written propaganda, and. it seemed undesir 
to cut down further their already small suppiles. Paddington — 
questioned the decision of the present E,C.. in cubtume down ‘as 
number of the reprint of the pamphlet "Questions of the Day” im 
oraer +o print a leaflet on Trade Unionisam, 


ITHif FOR DISCUSSION (vi} = Nanchester Branch. "That the Party 


consider publishing more pamphlets on topical subjects in the style 
of 'Tamily Allowances! and ‘Beveridge Reorganises Poverty'” 


Manchester hud found the sales of these pamphlets highly succ— 
essfil. 


Resolution - R, Lees (idanchester) and J. D'Arcy (Bloomsbury) 
That the #,C, be recommended to consider publishing more pam — 
phlets on topicai subjects". Carricd 26 ~- 0 


H,O, PREMISES, 


Resgiution - C, May and A, MeLean (Paddington) "That this con- 
ference recommends the E,C, to obtain more commodious and suitable 
H,O, premises", : 


A member of the premises committee stated that our agreement 
for Rugby Chambers expired in September, when it could be renewed 
for a further period of three years, Ee added that in the vicw 
of his committee the accomodation at Head Office was adequate, 
bearing in mind that no members had complained of the premises. 
Should Head Office become unduly strained for accommcedation on 
Tuesday evenings, it might be vossible to hire a sinall hale an 
the district gust for that cvening, On behalf of the resolution 
it was claimed that Head Office was extremely crowdsd on 5, SG, 
rights, and that Party officials found) Uiedi Geico lu comec season 


SNES BRIO tic. 2 
The resolution was lost 5 — 23, + 
PARTING ABROAD. 2 A 


A grectings cablegram was read from the Socialist Party of 
New Zealand, : : 


~ 


companion Partics in tne Sociaiist International greetings.” 
days that have soreiy tried us are pagesing over and we emerx 
stronger than cver. After five years of stress and the 
ing bonb, with the added strain of war propaganda, our i 
of hope finds a growing volume of sympathetic listener 
promise of Socialism in times not far distant is brigh 
and you across the ssas are the harbingers of the | 
and the carly fruition of our hopes depends upon the eé 
all put into the struggle. With the enthusiasm bor 
conviction we send to you, our brothers in) tne tra 
of fraternal greetings and earnest wishes for 
towards our goal - the carth and the fulness th 
equal enjoyment of ail" Carr: 


verse2s Secretary be made & Party pOSis.cn to 


In support of the proposal it was claimed 
Overscas Secretary was becoming inereasingl 
continue to do so wita the growth of the 
He should be appointed directiy by the 
obviate the necessity cf having to pla 
cerning policy oF controverar betore™ 
A deicgats aszed if in yiev ofeee 


= lie 


ov reese Sserctary some assist:nee could not be given to him, 
Overseas Secre c 


ary stated that he wished to correct an in+ 
correct statement - he had no wish to be released from the 


cessity of placing tteme dealing with policy or controvorey 
fore thom, ©, 


R 


solution —- C. Curtis (Saling) and &. Fowie (Southend) "That 

this Conference is of the opinion that the post of Overseas ! 
Secretary should reinain under the control of the 3.C., but also 
thet assistance should be provided as the work increases". 


Anendment - C. May and a. MeLean “That this conference agrees 
with the present method of election of the Overseas Secratary". j 
The amendment was carried 29 —- 3. Sub. res. 29 - 


> 
we 


BUECTORAL ACTION, 

Standing Orders heving been suspended at this period by a 
Conference decision on the previous day, discussion took place 
on the 3,C,'s decision that the constituency of North Faadington 
sheuld be contested by the Party at the next General Blection. 
The General Secretary read out the report submitted by the ; 
Parlianentary Committee which had been followed by the &,C.°s 
decision. 

The first comributor said that it would be noted that the 
Parliamentary Committee had not reconmended a constituency but 
thet the dominant emphasis of their report was the question or 
the accessibility of any constituency to the menibership. This 
approach was a false one. The Party should go into tre matter 
properly. We were now committed to fight en election campaign 
in a nice~tound Conservative constituency. Delegates should 
put their feet down and stop the £.C, making this blunder, nt 
publicity was aimed at, then we should be certain that the cap- 
itealists will not give us this publicity. The only way to set 
sublicity would be by giving news velue, and this we could not 
give in N. Paddington. In the beginning, Party members would 

: be stimulated but whan what hod hapnaned became obvious, cespair 
would taxe its place. The mistake would provide our enemies 
with a weapon to use against us. The Party should be prepared 
consistently to work a constituency year after year and the 
Conservative etrenghold of %, Paddingtcn is the last place to 
which we could devote our efforts. The hour was not too late 
to comael the ¥,C, to change its choice. A mender cf the 
Parliamentary Gonmittee in response te enquiriss gave particulars 
of the voting at the iast thres general. electicns in a nweber of 
Lonéon constituencies. The Gensral Secretary outlinea tha con- 
siderations which had led to the #.C..'s decision. he said that 
in his view it was not essential that any constituency chosen 
py the Party shouid be predominantiy Labour, and further that 

conditions ha3 changea £9 much since the last general elections 
that the results conld not be accepted as reiiablo guides. in 

R. Paddington in 1829 the Labour and Censervative votes had been 

practically equal, which showed that the attitude of the olectors 
there was by no means fixed, Accessibility to the membership 
could not be ignored. If members were ccempciied to uwnéertake 
long journcys to get to the constituency this meant an eqrivalient 
anount of time teing Lost to the Party's work. Gne Bast Ham B. 


, 
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Tne 
Ciiipsign befurs the war had Deen seriously handidaspea by this 
factor, Trere were surficient members in N. Paddingten to sign 
tne nomination paper, and while this was not all-important, it 
Gia remove ome snaxiety from the Party. The 6.C. ecnaidored 

N. Paddington vo be conventions, compact and suitasle for s Party 
vlection canzaign. A Manber of Padtineton branch supported the 
E.G.'s proposal, wrilo delogates from Hackney supperved Yacknny 
Gentral on the Crounds of the Party's astivity in the district, 
anc the oxistenns of Live branches in the Doce te. In Gupositian 

te Fackney Central. it was pointed out that only four munbvers lived 

in the ccouetituency, and m=, we id Se neseced te 6.gn tne 


ff 


Resolution - 


Resolution - G Clark and J. Modlin (Islingto. 


(b) Head Office Classes 


Resolution ~- W. Sykes and A, Young @ 
ference recommends the B.C. to set 
the possibilities of running fur 


seemea very necessary in view of © 
Committee found in dealing wiih 


nomination papex, Details of past md present propaganda in 
the coustitucncies mentioned were given. A momber of the 
Parliamentary Committee said that his Committee had been com 
pelled to report in accordance with the instructions of the B.S, 
which were that they were to take into account factors such a3 
a Labour constituoncy, work done in the past, number of members — 
living in the constituency and accepsibil to the membership, 
and thet they had found themselves unable recommend any con- 
stituency which complied with these condi f 
was concerned Hackney Central was as acce: 
The work done in the immediate past and dt b 
was the main factor to be taken into account, We | 
likely to get publicity in Hackney Central than N. 
Hackney branch was active and strong. A ‘Yost Ham) 
that it would make a big difference whether the 
chosen was Labour or Conservative, but even oe 
stituencies varied considerably. Por ex 
Tory constituency but populated largely by 
whereas the workers in N. Paddington were most! 
who still voted Conservative, From our point of v 
would be a better proposition, Paddington re 
view of N. Paddington and said that the sta 
type of electorate there were incorrect. 
meeting and Conference had decided that as mu 
should be put into the Paddington/Marylebone 4 
to clectoral action. A Bloomsbury delegate c: 
real test was the amount of propaganda value w 
the campaign. Outdoor propaganda was not the 
play only a small part towards our suceey Em 
canvassers had found that scarcely anyone | 
with the Party as a result of outdoor meetin 
Committee must find out how many members were j 
take the essential work of contacting workers 
Another delegate said that the future must be 
as the present. The Party had lacked a pla 
Parliamentary activity. The East End of Lor 
stronghold of the working-class movement and 
Hackney Central lent itself to the future deve 
electoral activity. 
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I. Heelas and M. Ingram (Leyton) 
fertnce recomnends that the E,¢C, decision 
be revoked and Hackney Central be chosen a 


to be contested at the next General Electi 
Lost 15 =~ 16, 


ference recommends that the E.G. decision r 
be revoked and N. Islington be chosen as 
contested at the next General Blection", 


An Islington delegate stated that his br 
active and that the Party is well-known in 
propaganda over a number of years, An 
N. Islington had a long standing demo 
this was the type of constituency we 

The resolution was carried 20 - 12. 


BDUCATIO 


In opening, the Bloomsbury dele; 


~ AG 


> 


and not being Tan encugh for the ".$.5," <A history class 

“180 enlaed fom another delegate suggested a Gloss in 

s1¢ to help young Goeakers and writers to put the Patty's case 
n effective morner, A tutor of a post writers! cings said 


this pa eae to an end at the beginning of last year, 


crungements had Been made to start again this year, but unfort~ 


oe iy this nid fallen thr pire ¢wing to the ina ae ts of one 
of the tutors te gietend 


Hat 
url 


If a sufficient numiper of members 
wanted a writcrs" Blass one could be atarted practic cally anmea- 
intcely efter the G¢nference Tt should be borne in mind thot 


some Of the poor erticics sent in for the "3.3," were written 
by menvers tha had avtended, & wPiters' clasa, which shewed tha 
it was essential to have a considerable amount of expericnes in 
order to beccme oan Pactive writer ‘tide and generel reading 

in the sqoeinige) ch secics was also nseess ODED & delegate Bugs sent- 
ed that in view cf the poor att vendanoe AL previous Gineses it 


mignt bé advantageous to amalgumate the various classes into one 


bon 4 ‘ 
general closs to cover sil the subjects required. Tue mover 
rejected this suggestion en the grounés thyt speciat geste = 
nectesscry. Bhe view Woe GxL wressed that branches both in Lomaon 


end the vrevimces should run their own cinsgses for the benerTit 
of members who could not get to Heid Orrice, 
The resolution wis carrisa 25 - 0. 
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: q : : 
Padiington Braneh.° Rute 4, Lines 3 ar and 4 Mele tO sees mebers j 
Of dine “CentEat branch cECeD tous such Tienb- rs shel wee 15. Ems : 
sert ...- ‘Sentral branch members, however, Shaws. 4 Od 60 = Li. 

Togemeto: Brongn, Bie 23, Lipe os "Nelete sentence peginning 

EGOS WEt PS «ues ThE) due Ge 


- 4-1 a 
To bo inserted ePter Puke 25, ) 


1 Parsy meeting ee be sent to aal membar 
tn the some way 1s Party voting paceve, soruther WLU 
In@ss a vefore such mectings, at Teast: 


Tac Pei oO 
weGbting™, Tost Bi - 26. | 


[ 
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SOLUTES? an7_Eropeh. "Taat this the £.G,'s memorandum 
tt na TaeeoLe of paca Crraciails (As gn@n@ec Wy Party pole)jmpe 
Se eagne. 
RESOLUTION | net Boas Tres the status el) pai 
officials me Bec j 


1 be revisec To delete the Clitsae suacemm sian 
..'the sninry for 411 Barty pesivions shawl be the sare' Ss. sand ! 
to insert .-.. ‘that tas ewn re arrived at between the €, and the 


EE. 
member concerned on the basin what the Party member requires, 
end yhat the Party can Stic er 


After referring to and criticising the efforts of the past 8.6, 
to fix 2. standard of payment for cull-time mMemoaers bosesd En Sore 
outside phil ok a MaryLebone delognte pointed out that the 
neecs of virious pecple varied and that the equality Gf nay 
} decided upon cage tne £,0. would mean that some momrberg on nen { 
; ceive less than they neeced SNe mMothed sregested by the 


fturvicbons resaluticn wie wage 


v. 


ie fair and demooratic, 4, non-delegate : ; 
, erednsd that the 6X8 ar 2@ of this memorandn shoesa that tac | 

femmers cP it considered there was a Giffcrence tn toeir relation— 

shigs bar Party of paid and wronid membere, OU Clciip blag 

TuLeS and machinery of the FPurty wers ouite suffi mnt cb ove ; 

222 MORSE Ss +7 anne Bele Gr ep nad f ~~ eae 


Manbers joined the Party 
2n erder to work Por it, regacdiess of payment, Tf all peymerct 
is 5D De cyuas, thea the sum arrayed at Se be fined reg INALESS 
oF tue nucds of menuars, ecrording to tha momoranzum all Teg 
mevwwers wore 2 bs Sawdinted hy the BG. tet tn tha eage ot 
officisin oiected by the Fares this eould aot te done and 


-« 
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therefore the memorandum was unworkeble, Another non-delegate 
claimed that there covuid not be precite equality even under 
socialism, In support of the resolution of Zaling branch 
approving the memorandum in its entirety, it was said that ths 
memorandum endeavoured to lay dow a set of conditions both for 
the protection of the Party and of the paid member. The drafting 
of the memorandum had been shown to be nécessary My the consider- 
cussing what 
A TON- 


obtained full-time positicns. 
on the Party. If the principle of inequality of 
accepted, it might well lead to members net being 
basis of their needs but rather that there would ¢t 
to fix the rate paid by reference to similar o 
the Party. A delegate considered that while the P 
adhere to the principle of equality, allowance 
made for any special circumstances surrounding 
further point made was that there was a Ganger, 
made according to needs, that a member in poor 
might receive an amount which would ensure the 
his lowly condition. 

Resolution (E) was carried 28 = 19. 

Resolution (7) was lost 19 — 27, 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION (ix) -- Bloomsbury Branch. 
Municipal elections". 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION (x) - Paddington Br Ou 
contest Municipal elections prior to contesting Parli 
elections" 


Vat 
Ss 


Resolution - 3. D'arcy and A, Young (Bloomsbury) 
Cenference is of the opinion that the best inter 
Party will be furthered by entering the Pield of 
au every suitable onportunity, and thay this G 
welcomes the entry of Glesgow branch into the fort 
campaign and further recommends the H,€, car 
campaign, regarcing it as a useful experiment 
guidence of the Farty". = 


Azvainst the resolution it was urged tnat & 
danger in entering the Municipal jiued quem 
energies should be divected towards Captura 
Pariiement. In Local authorities, we shali 
capitalist system, The activities or local 
ly circumscribed by Parliament. The Decla 
put "National" before “Local” and it appear 
of the BD. of P. considered the imagenes 
"National" power. Another delegate said 
difference between the local and national b 
branch should have first put up @ candidate 
Commons. A non-delegate said that it was 
Party to enter the Municipal field and 
mattcrs discussed on local councils, 
in all sorts of questions which would not 
getting the socialist position home. 
forward at a Municipal eieetioneyoud 
isation. In support of the resolution 
said that local gcevernment voting 
all young pecpie end we shouid te 
as in a General election. Ik 


rates, workers’ pay, ete, woula 
The Glasgow delegate said that hj 


exmexviencs in cliectionsering loxe, 
Municipal eLesticn Further, 


-~) 

- 
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endent cr the support of 
as to which campaign 
a did not arise, The 
pF «t WAS Claimed that we 
Ocal vlections than frou 
ai councils receiving consider- 
fnon-delegate clecmsed that it 

t@ contesting tmnicipzal elections 
Mt Of fear in members' minds, Wile 
ts p candidate in Parliamon: seexed fairly 
mossible fairly quickly to get one clected 
4 Md, Bnd some members scemed somewhat perturbed 
am t thought. Tre problems dealt with by lccal councils wers 
aimiiar funcamentally to those dealt with by Parlianent, and just 
@e a socialzet m@sP. wovld have a lot to say from a vorking-cla63_ 
angle in Pardiament, so would ths position be the sane on 1 Locas 
eouneil. Older members of the Party present said that there was 
mo guestion in the carly days of the Party contesting National 
@Glections gr 0r to local electicns. In faet, MunicetpaZ elections 
were the first contested by whe Party. If we get control of the 
central power, ve »mst also have control of the iocal power. 
Toes] councils “ovld be used to introduce the now form of society; 
Mational clecticns cane as 4a rule at greater intervals of tine 
than local elections, and fighting local elections would g=ve us 
a greater opportunity ef getting our point of view across in 
between tines. A member of the Parlianentary Conmittes claimed 
that come of the branches must wake up and see what the real task 
was in their own areas. In a large number of cases branches were 
composed of members living outside the branch area, Branches 
should make it their first cansideration to put over propaganda 
tee the clectorats in their particular neighbourhsed, 


Phe resolution was carried 98 -..6. 


The Copfexence terminated at 4.320 rem Sunday, lst Aarg.. 
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C. C, Groves, (General Secretary. ) 
Rucoy Chambers, 
4, Rugby Strest, 


London, 7. C, 15 
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DELEGATION, 


Total vossinie ... €1 delegates repr scifng 22 Branches. 
ercpsrt - 

ist Day oo 4 ft " i¢ 

= a = J ’ 30 it it 17 " 

ora Day so» 36 a 16 a 


Xecles, Hamilton, Lee ate a zoanhea 
Sy, sich on, Leeds and Dagenham were not Peprossnted, 


i 


2ollertior 


SMAOOVIOES amounting to £15-316.-99 we } 
—o eee emee sae Ds ~i9-i1 wWOre 3 H 
yrocsstings. waken Curing the 
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